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Dear Parent,  
The Penobscot County Sheriff’s Office and your school department are joining together on an important child safety project. The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children estimates, that on average, over 2000 children are reported missing each day.  The Stephen King Foundation awarded the Sheriff’s Office an “Iris Identification Biometric Camera” which now gives us the ability to create a positive identification of missing or exploited children. The Galen Cole Family Foundation then awarded an additional thirteen units to various coalitions of police and sheriff’s departments across the state.  Forty two agencies share the units from Aroostook to York County. Penobscot County Sheriff’s Office is the administrator of the program. The agencies regularly conduct child safety registration events. Simply stated; a photo is taken of the eye and family contact information is recorded and submitted to the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children. Social security information is not utilized. Biometric is the most accurate, fast and safe method of identification as there is no contact with the eye and no harmful effects. To learn more about this biometric technology, please visit the Child Project national website at www.thechildproject.org; as most questions are answered there.  We must stress that participation is voluntary, as with our fingerprint clinics, and only children with signed releases by their parents will be allowed to participate.
The iris of the eye is as unique as a fingerprint, but a picture is much faster and easier to make identification than fingerprinting.  An officer takes a photograph of the eye from a distance of 5-24 inches away.  Basic family contact information is added to the photograph and the images are sent to a database hosted by the National Center.  The records can only be accessed by taking another picture of the eye which in turns brings up the identity of the individual, including parents name and contact information.  An abducted child can be immediately identified and reunited with family, even if located in another state through this technology.  The iris information is strictly regulated for its intended purpose.  It can never be used for any other law enforcement purpose.
While this is a brief explanation, we encourage you to visit the web site for more information.  If you care to participate in this child safety project, simply sign the waiver and have your child return it to the school.  Otherwise, please consider other methods of child identification, such as fingerprinting.  Today there are nearly 50,000 missing persons cases in the U.S.  Your school system and the Sheriff’s Office want to partner with you in this important safety event.
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